THE ORIGINAL FORM OF PAUL'S LETTER
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Which is, being translated:'
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ that are at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, having heard of your faith (in Christ Jesus) and of (the love which ye have toward all the saints, because of) the hope (which is laid up for you in the heavens, whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth) of the gospel which is come unto you (even as it is also in all the world, and it is bearing fruit and increasing, as it doth in you also) since the day [ye heard the grace of God, even as] ye learned of Epaphras our beloved fellowservant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, who also declared unto us your love.
For this cause we also do not cease to pray for you, that ye walk worthily of God, who delivered us out of the power of darkness and translated us into the Kingdom of his Son. For it was the good pleasure of the Father to reconcile also you, being in time past enemies in your evil works, yet now ye have been reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, if so be that ye continue in the faith, stedfast and not moved away from the gospel whereof I Paul was made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which was given me to you-ward, to fulfil the word of God, whereunto I labor also, striving according to his working which worketh in me. Chap. 2. For I would have you know how greatly I strive for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face, that their hearts may be comforted. And this I say, that no one may delude you. For though I am absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your order and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. As therefore ye received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, even as ye were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. Take heed lest there shall be any one that maketh spoil of you through his philosophy, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ; for in him ye were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands; having been buried with him in baptism, wherein ye were also raised with him through the working of God who raised him from the dead. And you, being dead through your trespasses, did he make alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, having blotted out the bond that was against us, which was contrary to us; and he hath taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.
Let no man, therefore, judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a feast day or a new moon or a sabbath day, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. If ye died with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, do ye subject yourselves to ordinances: Handle not, nor taste, nor touch, which things are to perish with the using unto the indulgence of the flesh? Chap. 3. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.
Put There are in these eighteen verses some fourteen direct allusions to the Colossians' conversion. All this is the language of fresh and vivid reaction upon that happy event; it is absolutely incompatible with the supposition that the experiences in question lie five or six years back, whether known or unknown to Paul in the meantime. Every reader of the letter would have this impression, were it not for the influence of the tradition which assigns it to a Roman imprisonment at the end of Paul's life. No, at the time the letter is written the Colossian church has been in existence only a period of weeks or of months at most. 21 The establishment of this fact is important here, not primarily for the chronology of the letter, but for the determination of its original content. In its present form a large part of chapter two, and indirectly of chapter one, is directed against the inroads of an elaborate and dangerous heresy. It may be submitted as in the highest degree unlikely that a church which has been only a brief time in being is already so seriously invaded by heresy. Christian heresies, especially heresies of the general type revealed in this letter, do not arise until the church has been long enough in existence to have developed a sufficiently self-conscious faith to be perverted, a definite orthodoxy from which heresy may be clearly felt to deviate. In short, a fundamental discrepancy runs through the present text of the letter. The anti-heretical passages posit a developed situation and a late date; most of the rest of the letter posits a primitive situation and an early date. Indeed, the letter seems at times almost to go out of its way to declare that the Colossians' faith is eminently satisfactory. The language of 1 3-8, for example, is hardly compatible with the idea that heresy is threatening the life of the church. "Thank God for your faith! You heard the word of the gospel's truth; it has come to you and is growing and bearing fruit among you, and has been doing so since the day you heard and recognized the grace of God in truth, from its authorized spokesman Epaphras, my proxy among you." The next verse (1 9) offers a prayer for the development of the readers in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, but this is not that they may understand doctrine correctly, but that they may recognize God's will so as to walk worthily and bear fruit in good work. The whole interest is in life and conduct. So "continue in the faith" (1 23) clearly means, in its context: continue in Christian living, not: continue in correct belief. The same note dominates 1 28, where the burden of all the apostle's admonitions and teachings "in all wisdom" is to furnish every man perfect in Christ. Te-'etov here is almost certainly not a mystery-term, but has the force of "morally complete," the exact parallel and exegesis being the words of 1 22 7rapaar'i'araa ;ia 'yt'OUV Kai .w1uov9
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KaE'rv7rLov a"wroi. Even 2 2, where begins the deviation to doctrinal concern, is preoccupied at first with the moral interest. Especially is 2 5 notable in this connection, where the absent apostle, on the basis of all he can learn of the situation, joys in the -Ta'vd (well-drilled order) and r'epe'w~ a (solidity) of the Colossians' faith in Christ. So the natural understanding of 2 6 f. finds in its language no warning against false doctrine, but only an injunction to go on to fuller development in the same path in which they have already begun so promisingly to walk. Very different is the apostle's tone when he is really combating false teaching, as in Galatians! It is frequently noted with some surprise by commentators that chapters three and four of the letter have no hint of heresy in the church. Haupt, for example, points out that this portion of the document "gibt, ohne jede erkennbare Beziehung auf diese Irrlehrer, ethische Mahnungen."22 These simple ethical counsels are precisely suited to an infant church, but they do not remotely suggest a church overwhelmed with a dangerous heresy, nor have these two chapters any back-references to the matter of the first two. Indeed, chapter one has no positive reference to the heresy, except indirectly, on the assumption that the lofty Christology is deliberately set over against derogatory views of Christ among the heretics.23 It is to be observed also that the note to Philemon, sent to the same community at the same time, lacks any hint of heresy in the church of which Philemon is an honored leader, in whose house the congregation (or a congregation) assembles, to whom Paul gives grateful acknowledgement "of the faith which thou hast toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints," praying "that the fellowship of thy faith may become effectual, in the knowledge of every good thing which is in you, unto Christ" (Phm. 5 f.). The special message (Col. 4 17) to Archippus (probably Philemon's son) to fulfil the ministry which he has received in the Lord, also lacks the slightest hint that the most pressing task of his ministry must be to protect the church against heresy.
The suggestion of these and similar observations is simply this: All the allusions to heresy in the letter (chiefly, if not exclusively, in chapter two), all the anti-heretical polemic, all the lofty Christology which is set forth as a counter-claim to erroneous views-all this belongs, not to Paul's original letter to the nascent Colossian church, but to a later enlarged edition 22 ever occur. And all this despite the fact that the heresy combated is of a marked Jewish cast; in so much that Hort, Peake, Eadie and others regard it simply as orthodox Judaism, and Soltau as the Alexandrianism of Philo. There are allusions to circumcision (which is spiritualized rather than attacked), to "traditions of men," to "the bond written in ordinances," to "new moon and sabbath days" and the like. How could the Paul who wrote Galatians or Romans try to refute such Judaism without one appeal to the Scriptures which were final authority for himself and his opponents alike?
Nor is it in the least probable that the real Paul would denounce so vigorously a false teaching of which he was apparently able to give no more clear and definite account than we find in the second chapter of Colossians. We are irresistibly reminded of the Irrlehrer of the Pastorals, who will doubtless remain an inexhaustible theme for the speculation of students as long as the New Testament is studied. The Pastoral discussions of heresy, we understand, are not Paul's, but the product of a mind much less clear and penetrating in the field of religious thought. It is similarly no compliment to Paul to suppose that his was the intellect that set out to warn the Colossians against Testament? It is difficult to say, categorically: this thought concerning Jesus cannot be Paul's. It is, however, not at all difficult to say: it is not Paul's, in the other letters which are most certainly from his pen. In the last analysis, our judgment of the genuineness and integrity of the letter may depend on our ability to attribute its Christology to the writer of the letters to Galatia and Corinth and Rome, to Thessalonica and Philippi. Let Peake speak for all the commentators: "The Christology, it is true, presents an advance on what we find in the earlier epistles.""2 Let Kennedy describe it: "Here, unquestionably, [Paul] has in view what must be called a 'metaphysical' relationship. It represents something more than perfect mutual understanding, completely reciprocated love."2" The best evidence that we have here other conceptions of Jesus than those expressed elsewhere by Paul is the monumental and laborious attempt of the exegetes to find points of contact between Colossians one and two and the other letters. That such points of contact may be found only brings into clearer relief the conclusion that we have here the utterance of a Paulinist, not of Paul. To believe that the Colossian letter lies before us in a second, enlarged edition, rather than in its original form, relieves us from this toilsome task of harmonizing the cosmic figure in whom all the pleroma of the Deity dwells bodily with the one man Christ Jesus who, though he is exalted for a space to be KUpLoV, is yet the first-born among many brethren. It relieves us also from the necessity, when reconstructing the Christology of the apostle, no simple thing at best, of embodying as a consistent part of it such data as are offered in Colossians 1 15-20o and 2 9f. This is no small gain. But the Christology of the epistle is a theme for itself, too large to be approached in these pages; it is adduced here only as one more aspect of the letter which, if on other grounds it can be shown to be partially un-Pauline, will gain enormously in intelligibility.
The present writer cannot escape the conclusion that what happened is this: After Epaphras' own conversion by Paul at JOURNAL OF BIBLICAL L~TERATURE Ephesus, he had gone back to his home in Colossae, to sow the seeds of the gospel there and in the cities near by. When, as a result, three promising churches had developed in the Lycus valley, he returned to Ephesus to report the success of his labors to Paul. Whereupon Paul, being at the time held in a confinement which Epaphras himself was forced to share, sent off letters to the groups in Laodicea and Colossae, together with a note to Philemon of the latter city, who was, like Epaphras, a convert of his own, and whose family and circumstances he knew. The letter to Laodicea is wholly lost; the most improbable of hypotheses is that which identifies it with the document now known as "Ephesians." The letter to Colossae was brief; there were no personal problems or community difficulties in these new congregations to be settled, and their own leaders, Epaphras, Philemon, Archippus and others, were abundantly able to care for their needs. Paul only desires to express his joy at the tidings of these new groups of believers, to reciprocate their greetings and good wishes, and to add some earnest moral counsels for their guidance in the new life. This letter, brought to Colossae by Tychicus and Onesimus, was assuredly received with grateful appreciation there, was read also at Laodicea and perhaps at Hierapolis, then was laid carefully away as a precious memorial. The church was comparatively small and unimportant; it did not figure as one of the seven churches of Asia, as its neighbor Laodicea did, so that its letter had for a long time no general circulation. Then came the days, perhaps early in the second century (so Holtzmann, von Soden, et al.) when that part of the world began to be overrun with syncretistic types of gnosticism, in which angel-veneration and many Jewish elements were blended with contributions from local pagan cults. Then the old letter is brought out and re-edited by some zealous church-leader, who, to meet the great need of the time, desiderates supremely a message from the apostle to whose memory he is altogether devoted. This Paulinist editor is not very original or very clear in his intellectual grasp, but he is tremendously in earnest and he is a faithful reflector of the orthodoxy of his day and place, shaped as that is by the pressure of heresies around. He feels certain that he is expressing Paul's mind when he Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus through God's will, and Timothy our brother, to the saints and faithful brethren in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
We thank G6d the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, always praying for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love unto all the saints because of the hope laid up for you in the heavens, of which you have already heard in the word of the truth of the Gospel that is present with you since the day you heard and recognized the grace of God in truth, even as you learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, who also declared unto us your love in the spirit.
Therefore we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease praying for you and supplicating that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, so as to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and long suffering; giving thanks with joy unto the Father, who qualified us for the sharing of the lot of the saints in light, who rescued us from the power of darkness and set us over into the kingdom of the son of his love, in whom we have Deliverance, the forgiveness of sins. And you, being once estranged and enemies in mind in your evil works, yet now you have been reconciled through his death, to present you holy and unblemished and irreproachable before him, if you continue grounded and stedfast in the faith and not moved away from the hope of the Gospel which you heard, of which I Paul was made a minister. Now for your sakes I rejoice in my sufferings and fill up for my part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ, in my flesh, for the sake of his body, according to the dispensation of God which was given to me with respect to you, to fulfil the word of God, which we proclaim, admonishing and teaching in all wisdom, that we may present every man complete in Christ, to which end also I labor, striving according to his working that works within me mightily.
For If then you were raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at God's right hand. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth. For you died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ our life shall be manifested, then shall you also be manifested with him in glory. Put to death, then, your members that are on earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire and the greediness that is idolatry, on account of which things comes the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience, in which you also once walked, when you were living in these things. But now put off, you also, all these things: wrath, fury, malignity, slander, foul speech from your mouth. Lie not one to another, since you have stripped off the old man with his actions and have put on the new man that is renewed unto knowledge according to the image of his creator, where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, slave, freeman, but all in all is Christ.
Put on, then, as chosen of God, consecrated and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, forbearing one another and forgiving each other, if any one have a complaint against any one; even as the Lord forgave you, so also do you. And over all these put on love, which is the bond of completeness. And let the peace of Christ be dominant in your hearts, unto which also you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom, as you teach and admonish one another in psalms and hymns and songs that are spiritual, in the grace singing in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, let it all be in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and be not harsh toward them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is well-pleasing in the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children, that they be not discouraged. Slaves, obey in everything those who are in the flesh your masters, not with eye-services as man-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing the Master. Whatever you do, work heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you shall receive the reward of the inheritance. To the Lord Christ be slaves! For he that does wrong shall get back the wrong that he did, and there is no respect of persons. Masters, render to your slaves what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a master in heaven.
In prayer be constant, watching in it in thanksgiving, praying at the same time also for us, that God may open unto us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for the sake of which also I am in bonds, that I may make it manifest as I ought to speak. Wisely walk with respect to the outsiders, redeeming the time. Let your speech be always in graciousness, seasoned with salt, so as to know how you should answer each one.
All my affairs shall Tychicus make known to you, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-servant in the Lord, whom I am sending to you for this very purpose, that you may know our situation and that he may encourage your hearts, along with Onesimus the faithful and beloved brother, who is of your company. All matters here they shall make known to you.
Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner greets you, and Mark, Barnabas' cousin (about whom you received orders; if he come to you, receive him), and Jesus called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These only are my fellow-workers unto the kingdom of God, who have been a comfort to me. Epaphras of your own company greets you, a servant of Christ Jesus, always wrestling for you in his prayers, that you may stand fast, complete and perfect in all God's will. For I bear him witness that be has much toil for you and for those in Laodicea and for those in Hierapolis. Luke the beloved physician greets you, and Demas.
Salute the brethren in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the congregation at their house. And when the letter has been read among you, have it read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and the one from Laodicea do you also read. And say to Archippus: Take heed to the ministry which you received in the Lord, that you fulfil it.
The greeting of me Paul with my own hand. Remember my bonds. Grace be with you.
